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Perhaps the new theory has the further advantage of Thesacred
throwing light on the special sanctity ascribed to mistletoe JJjJJj^
which grows on an oak.    The mere rarity of such a growth was per-
on an  oak  hardly suffices to explain  the extent and the ^
persistence of the superstition.    A hint of its real origin is the plant
possibly furnished by the statement of Pliny that the Druids tree^a
worshipped the plant because they believed it to have fallen flash of
from heaven and to be a token that the tree on which it  s
grew was chosen by the god himself.1    Can they have thought
that the mistletoe dropped on the oak in a flash of lightning?
The conjecture is confirmed by the name thunder-besom which
is applied to mistletoe in the Swiss canton of Aargau,2 for
the epithet clearly implies a close connexion between the
parasite   and   the   thunder;   indeed " thunder-besom" is a
popular name in Germany for any bushy nest-like excrescence
growing on a branch, because such a parasitic growth  is
actually believed by the ignorant to be a product of lightning.8
If there is any truth in this conjecture, the real reason why
the Druids worshipped a mistletoe-bearing oak  above  all
other trees of the forest was a belief that every such oak had
not only been struck by lightning but bore among its branches
a visible emanation of the celestial fire ; so that in cutting
the mistletoe with mystic rites they were securing for them-
selves all the magical properties of a thunderbolt.     If that
was so, we must apparently conclude that the mistletoe was
deemed an emanation of the lightning rather than, as I have
thus far argued, of the midsummer sun.    Perhaps, indeed, we
might combine the two seemingly divergent views by sup-
posing that in the old Aryan creed the mistletoe descended
from the sun on Midsummer Day in a flash of lightning.   But
such a combination is artificial and unsupported, so far as I
know, by any positive evidence.   Whether on mythical prin-
ciples the two interpretations can really be reconciled with
each other or not, I will not presume to say; but even should
they prove to be discrepant, the inconsistency need not have
prevented our rude forefathers from embracing both of them
at the same time with an equal fervour of conviction ; for
like the great majority of mankind the savage is above being
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1 See above, p. 85.                              L 153.    See above, p. 85.